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No matter where 

you are on life’s 

journey, you are 

welcome here! 

Pastor’s Corner: Spotlight on Confirmation 
Lives Comprehensive 

Sexuality curriculum. This 

curriculum helps youth 

understand sexuality, 

sexuality health, and sexual 

decision making within the 

context of faith. Finally, 

we’ll culminate the year in 

May with our Confirmation 

Sunday, when youth will 

share faith statements and 

receive a blessing on their 

journey of faith. 

Many thanks to our 

confirmands, their families, 

their incredible mentors, 

and this congregation for 

supporting the work of our 

class! 

In gratitude, 

Jennie 

As the Confirmation 

Class begins its fourth and 

final semester, here are 

highlights of our recent 

activities and a look to 

what’s ahead for our class. 

Last fall, we began with 

visits to local houses of 

worship. Each confirmand, 

along with his or her 

mentor, chose another 

denomination or faith to 

explore and then 

researched and visited that 

house of worship. Pairs 

visited Buddhist temples, 

Mormon wards, non-

denominational churches, 

and Catholic services. One 

pair even made a second 

trip to Ainsworth UCC to 

explore a multi-cultural 

worship service within our 

own denomination. The 

goal was to have us 

compare and contrast 

various worship 

experiences to help us 

better understand own faith 

beliefs and practices. 

Mentors seemed to love it 

just as much as the youth! 

As a class, we also had 

the opportunity to visit Beit 

Haverim in November, and 

then we hosted Rabbi Alan 

Berg in our class the 

following week. Rabbi Berg 

answered many questions 

about the Jewish faith and 

our experience at the 

service, and he showed us 

their beautifully designed 

Torah. 

Throughout the fall, we 

continued to explore issues 

of food and economic 

inequality that were 

addressed on the mission 

trip this past summer. We 

watched a brand new 

documentary called The 

Harvest, about teenage 

migrant workers in 

America, and in December 

we served food at the 

Operation Nightwatch 

Christmas party. The party 

gave our youth a change to 

visit one-on-one with 

people facing homelessness, 

which helped us to break 

down barriers and challenge 

our stereotypes of who and 

why people are homeless. 

We ended that night with a 

lock-in and then packed and 

delivered food baskets to 

churches in NE Portland the 

following morning. 

In 2012, during our 

regular class time, we’ll 

explore various practices of 

faith and how we live out 

our faith in our lives today. 

In addition, we’ll join with 

youth at Ainsworth UCC to 

complete the Our Whole 

On-Call Pastor 

From Monday, January 

23-Saturday, January 28, 

Rev. Jennie Ott will be in 

North Carolina, attending 

the next gathering of the 

First Parish Project. In 

Jennie’s absence, Rev. Bee 

Neufeld will be the on-call 

pastor. Please contact Bee 

at 503-684-8007 or 

bqneufeld@gmail.com with 

any pastoral emergencies 

during that time. 

mailto:bqneufeld@gmail.com
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From the Piano Bench 
dichotomy: traditional vs. 

contemporary music. To 

exaggerate, one might 

describe these as "either the 

densely theological hymn by 

Wesley or Luther (gobs of 

words sung over gobs of 

chords) or the vapid pop-

rock song by some cool 

young person (maybe five 

words over three chords)."  

(Steve Thomgate, "New 

Harmonies," The Christian 

Century, http://

www.christiancentury.org/

article/2011-11/new-

harmonies) 

Thomgate: "Fortunately, 

these options are false ones. 

Church music is wonderfully 

diverse. Centuries of 

hymnody don't constitute a 

single style; neither, for that 

matter, do decades of praise 

choruses. And in which 

category would we put new 

classical hymns, old gospel 

hymns, black spirituals, Taizé 

chants or the folkie liturgical 

music borrowed from late-

20th-century American 

Catholics? Then there's the 

minor matter of music from 

parts of the world that aren't 

dominated by white people. 

This wealth of music—and 

the fact that neither the 

organ people nor the praise-

band people own it—offers 

Wow! I'm still catching 

my breath after the past two 

weeks of Advent music at 

LOUCC: the beautiful 

harmonies and deep belly-

laughs we shared at the Fa-

La-La-La Follies with the 

Brother family and friends, 

followed by the sublime 

classical strains of Schubert's 

Mass in G Major with the 

LOUCC Choir and the 

Classical Revolution PDX 

String Quartet. I got home 

on Sunday afternoon (with 

my gorgeous bouquet of 

holiday flowers, many 

thanks!) and realized that I 

had 4 more services to plan 

in the next two weeks. 

Christmas is like that for 

church musicians, and I am 

blessed by the amazing 

musicians in our 

congregation and community 

who are willing to put in 

hours of time and creativity 

to bring such a wide variety 

of musical styles to life in our 

church. What musical riches 

we are able to share in our 

worship!  

I recently read an article 

forwarded by a colleague of 

mine, that addresses exactly 

this kind of creative diversity. 

For a while, much of the 

dialogue about church music 

was stuck in an artificial 

rich possibilities for defusing 

the worship wars." 

Keep your ears open for 

continued explorations into 

musical possibilities at 

LOUCC. I have been looking 

at a handful of contemporary 

songbook supplements, 

including "Sing Prayer and 

Praise," the latest offering 

from UCC. With the 

worship committee, I am 

comparing books for their 

musical offerings and overall 

theology and language. As 

we think on the future 

growth of our LOUCC 

family, we can also be 

choosing the new songs that 

we will add to our current 

repertoire of favorites. 

In harmony, 

Susan 

http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2011-11/new-harmonies
http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2011-11/new-harmonies
http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2011-11/new-harmonies
http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2011-11/new-harmonies
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Words From the Moderator  
Dunning, Sue, Martin, and Emily 

Brother, and supporting cast, the 

audience was entertained by a 

“musical mishmash of holiday mirth.”  

Who will ever forget Martin running 

down the aisle with his strategically 

placed coconut shells? 

As if that wasn’t enough, the 

LOUCC choir, led by Susan Peck, 

and accompanied by a string quartet 

from Classical Revolution PDX gave 

us an amazing gift with their 

performance of Schubert’s “Mass in 

G Major.”  As someone said to me 

The holidays are now behind us.  

The trees and ornaments are packed 

away for another year, relatives and 

friends are headed back to their 

respective homes, and those New 

Year’s resolutions are knocking at 

our doors. 

What would the holidays have 

been without a concert by the 

Brother family?  The creativity, 

humor and talent shown in this 

year’s Fa-La-La-La Follies was so fun!  

With an expanded cast including our 

very own Susan Peck, David 

after the service, “Our church has so 

many talented people!”  So true. 

The generosity this congregation 

continues to share with the 

community outside the walls of 

LOUCC came shining through again 

during Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

Close to one hundred food boxes 

were delivered to families in need.  

Assisting, along with many others 

from LOUCC, in the delivery of the 

Christmas boxes, I can tell you both 

churches were very appreciative and 

thankful.  Through your donations, 

The LOUCC Green Team presents: 

Green Bows are for all those who are making the long journey toward being Earth Wise! 

Green Bows to Dana Thompson and everyone else who put time and effort into Bioswale Phase II. 

Green Bows to Carol Bellows who, on short notice, designed the plants for the bioswale. 

Green Bows to Clayton Crowburst for fixing the church sign light on Grubby Sunday. 

Green Bows to Jane Lovelady for helping to find a way to reduce the  giant juniper pile. 

Green Bows to the Advent committee for deciding not to use Styrofoam wreath forms. 

Green Bows to those who brought holly without berries to decorate the church. 

Green Bows to the AA group on Saturday night for not using Styrofoam coffee cups. 

Green Bows 

On March 11, 2012, the LOUCC Arts and Lecture Series will welcome feature filmmaker and Lake Oswego 

resident Matt Briggs, creator of the groundbreaking film Deep Green. 

Mr. Briggs has traveled to all corners of the earth to study the answers to our planet's greatest challenge: Global 

Climate Change. As the eveennt approaches, our Green Team would like to present to you the opportunity to host a 

screening of this remarkable film in the comfort of your own home. You can invite your friends and neighbors. This film 

shows us that solutions do exist and what we, as stewards of our environment, can do to help. We have secured 

licensing rights and DVD copies from the filmmaker, so that you and your friends can share and discuss this film with 

each other.  

This is also an opportunity to brighten a rainy Oregon winter evening by creating your own "movie night," as we all 

look forward to hearing and meeting Matt Briggs personally. 

For further information, contact Barbara Kelley at cedar776@comcast.net, 503-699-8686 or Chuck Erkenbeck at 

clerkenbeck@msn.com or 503-250-2864. 

Roll Out the Green Carpet 

mailto:cedar776@comcast.net?subject=Green%20Carpet
mailto:clerkenbeck@msn.com?subject=Green%20Carpet
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Date Income Budget 

Attendance 

2011 

Attendance 

2010 

December 4 $10,513 $3,325 73 68 

December 11 $2,428 $3,325 80 na 

December 18 $2,379 $3,325 71 68 

December 25 $1,398 $3,325 41 47 

Budget Actual Difference

YTD Income $158,499 $151,685 ($6,814)

YTD Expense $177,122 $163,450 $13,672

Difference ($11,765)

Financial Summary as of November 30, 2011 

Mission’s Menu 

January 
 

Cereal 

Hot or Cold 

 

Come Join Us— 

Would you like to meet with other 

LOUCC folks in a friendly, comfortable 

setting to discuss and share the challenges 

we face as we journey through the various 

stages of life? We’re suggesting daytime 

meetings in each other’s homes for coffee 

and conversation, where we can ponder 

and peruse life issues in relation to our 

spiritual values. If you’re interested, you’re 

invited to join us for an organizational 

meeting after church on January 22, 2012. 

We hope to see you then. 

Blessings, 

Sandy Johnson—Wana Maurer—Julia Munson 

New Spirituality Group  

B I R T H D A Y S  

1/9 Sherrie Binkley 

1/20  Carissa Barrett 

1/27 John Binkley 

1/30 Jan Standlea 

 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 29 

following worship  
 

The budget for 2012 will be  

presented for your approval. 

Moderator 

you made a significant difference in these 

people’s lives. 

As we look forward to 2012 at 

LOUCC, we will be holding our first 

Congregational meeting of the new year 

after our morning worship service on 

Sunday, January 29th.  The final budget, 

based upon your generous pledges, will be 

presented for your review, questions and 

approval. 

As the new year begins, may God grant 

us wisdom and grace as we look ahead to 

2012, both personally and as members of 

the LOUCC community. 

Happy New Year! 

Bill Deane 

Moderator 

(Continued from page 3) 
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1st 

 Theme: See and Rejoice 
 Text: Isaiah 60:1-6; Luke 2:22-40 
 Reader:  Roy Schreiber 
Scripture:  Mary Cox 
 Ushers:  Pat Crane, Nan Deane 
   Carole Heath, Nancy Engeman 
Counters:   Nancy Delbrueck, 
   Harmony George Jaursch 

8th 

 Theme: Baptism of Christ 
 Text: Psalm 29  Mark 1:4-11 
 Reader:  Chuck Erkenbeck 
Scripture:  Sharon Davis 
 Ushers:  Jane Lovelady, Nancy Delbrueck 
   John Sather, Sally Weersing 
Counters:   Nancy Delbrueck, 
   Harmony George Jaursch 

15th 
 

 Theme: Called by God 
 Text: Psalm 139   John 1:43-51 
 Reader:  Amy Clark 
Scripture:  Heidi Peterson 
 Ushers: Kathi Rise, Larry Launder 
  Marilyn Launder 
 Counters:  Nancy Delbrueck, 
   Harmony George Jaursch 

22nd 
 

 Theme: LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΧ  
 Text: Mark 1:14-20 
 Reader:  Roy Schreiber 
Scripture:  Carole Heath 
 Ushers: Ralph Holcomb, Julia Munson 
  Kurt Munson 
 Counters:  Nancy Delbrueck, 
   Harmony George Jaursch 

29th 

 Theme: With Authority 
 Text: Mark 1:21-28 
 Reader:  Linda Mines Elliott 
Scripture:  Dawn Hayami 
 Ushers: Bee Neufeld, Quent Neufeld 
  Marc McFarland, Micky Smejkal 
 Counters:  Nancy Delbrueck, 
   Harmony George Jaursch 

Other January Responsibilities: 

 Coffee Hour:  Faith Development  Committee 

Mission Menu Items:  Cereal (Hot or Cold) 

 

Good Newsletter deadlineτJanuary 24th 

2011-2012 Committees 
Officers 
 Moderator: Bill Deane 
 Moderator-Elect: Sharon Davis  
 Treasurer: Jim Crane  
 Financial Secretary: John Sather  
 Clerk: Jan Standlea 

Trustees 
 Dawn Hayami: Chair Jim Crane
 Ken Gisch Monica Honegger, Property 
 Cindy Ellison, Property Kurt Munson 

Worship & The Arts 
 Penny Holcomb: Chair Mary Cox
 Ralph Holcomb Bee Neufeld
 Kathi Rise Pam Brown 

Social Justice & Mission 
 Amy Clark: Chair Leslie Crowder 
 Loren Northup Bruce Ellison  
 Joan Gornbein Harmony George Jaursch  
 Jane Lovelady Julia Munson 
 Sandy Johnson  

Faith Development 
 Jan Indermill: Chair  Jessica Honegger  
 Cathy Peterson  Jan Standlea 

Congregational Care 
 Carole Heath: Chair  Pat Crane  
 Nan Deane  Nancy Engeman 
 Nancy McLean Suzanne Gwynn 

Green Team 
 Sally Weersing: Chair Ken Gisch 
 Monica Honegger Barbara Kelley  
 John Sather  Chuck Erkenbeck 
 Carol Bellows Frank Groznik 

Property 
 Monica Honegger Cindy Ellison 
 Kurt Munson Clayton Crowhurst  
 Scott Peterson 

Pastor Parish Relations 
 Pat Crane Ralph Holcomb 
 Jane Lovelady 

Personnel 
 Nancy Delbrueck Quent Neufeld 

LOUCC Delegates 
 John Sather Ralph Holcomb 
 John Binkley  Sherrie Binkley  
 Hilary Himan (Alternate) 
 Penny Holcomb (Alternate) 
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Meet Nancy Hayes 
Medical Technology. Her 

training included all aspects 

of laboratory work, including 

hematology and pathology, 

even to assisting with 

autopsies. 

Nancy’s interest in 

medical “detective” work 

morphed into 

troubleshooting for all 

departments in the medical 

environments in which she 

worked. Her passion was to 

improve and coordinate 

client services to benefit 

patients. In addition to this, 

she volunteered in many 

areas of service, like the 

Visiting Nurse organization 

and mentoring programs for 

abused women. 

From childhood on, 

Nancy was an active member 

in her neighborhood church: 

she sang in the choir, taught 

Sunday School, served on 

the Church Council and 

Board of Deacons, and 

served many a LARGE meal 

out of the church kitchen. 

Those talents of cooking and 

baking led her to catering 

and baking for weddings, 

You may have 

seen this friendly, 

smiling face here 

at LOUCC—it’s 

our new 

member, Nancy 

Hayes. Nancy 

moved to 

Oregon from 

Connecticut and 

lives in King City. 

This big change in 

her life means that now she 

often sees her son Steve and 

his wife, Kim, and babysits 

their adorable two-year old 

son Ben. As a bonus, another 

grandson is expected near 

the end of February. 

Nancy grew up with five 

siblings in the beautiful 

community of Fairfield, 

Connecticut, located on the 

water of Long Island Sound, 

with lots of trees—similar to 

the Willamette region, but 

without the mountains. She 

attended Colby Junior 

College in New London, 

New Hampshire, and after a 

year of training at Tucson 

Medical Center in Arizona, 

she graduated with a B.S. in 

parties and receptions. 

Under the name of Nancy’s 

Nibbles and Bits, she made 

cookies, muffins and 

brownies daily, in addition to 

her full-time job. If you were 

fortunate enough to enjoy 

the cake at Jennie’s and 

Hilary’s wedding celebration 

at the Deanes’ home, then 

you know how talented she 

is! 

 We’re so happy to have 

Nancy and her outgoing, 

energetic spirit here at 

LOUCC. She says she has 

met wonderful people in 

Oregon, confirming what she 

had already read: Oregonians 

are a friendly bunch! She 

adds that the sun shines 

from their hearts in spite of 

the rain. She is looking 

forward to participating in 

many activities at LOUCC 

and getting to know people 

better. She feels this is a 

warm and welcoming 

community and she has 

found a wonderful spiritual 

home. 
Submitteed by 

Sandy Johnson 

 

In January, the Confirmation Class will meet on Sunday, 

January 8 and Sunday, January 22 after worship from 12:00-

1:30. Please bring your lunch both days.  
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1111 Country Club Rd.  

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

Phone: 503-635-4348 

Mission Statement 

In Christ, we are called together, as a community of  

unconditional love, to provide spiritual nourishment, to 

share God's love through active service within and beyond 

our church community, and to be responsive to the needs 

of our ever-changing world. 

“Never place a period where God has 

placed a comma”  -Gracie Allen 

Open & Affirming Statement  

We are called to love our brothers and sisters as God 

loves us, freely and without reservation. Our unconditional 

love is inclusive of all God’s people. We denounce acts of 

discrimination and violence against any person.  

We celebrate the family in all its diverse forms, and  

affirm all loving and committed relationships.  

We welcome all people into our community of faith, 

whatever age, gender, gender expression, race, sexual  

orientation, religion, ethnic background, socio-economic 

status, or physical or mental abilities. Each person is invited 

and encouraged to participate in all aspects of our church’s 

life and ministry.  

Vision 

We seek to be an inspiring community, making a difference 

in people’s lives by engaging in missions of compassion and 

justice, while we honor diversity and act as a progressive 

Christian voice. 
 

Community – We are a compassionate community  

striving to accept people wherever they are on life’s  

journey. We believe that the way we treat others is an  

expression of our beliefs. Community is formed through 

missions of compassion and justice. 
 

Progressive – We are a community of progressive  

Christians where spirituality is expressed in a variety of 

forms. We have a thirst for knowledge where we value the 

questions as much as the answers. We value the movement 

of God’s Spirit in our community and listen with anticipation 

to the still speaking God. 
 

Diversity – We honor diversity within our community, 

respectful that there is more than one path to God. We 

value being an Open and Affirming congregation. 
 

Justice For The Environment – The whole Earth is our 

broader community. We are continually learning how to be 

responsible members of this community. We are  

committed to fostering our spiritual connection to the 

Earth. 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Jennie Ott pastor@loucc.org 

Music Director: Susan Peck susan@loucc.org 

Office Administrator: Glen Williams office@loucc.org 


